3rd July 2005, Leg 1: Horsley Towers to Dover

The Cannonball Run Europe 2005 is on! 
A huge crowd gathered at Horsley Towers in Surrey today to wave off the 64 cars on their fundraising jaunt around Europe.

Arabella and Janine, the only all-female team, attracted plenty of attention as they arrived in leather catsuits. After interviews from ITV and a few other magazines, they attended the mandatory team briefing and got into the modified and stickered-up Audi S4, along with the other high performance cars.

 The chequered flag waved them off on their first leg, which was to Dover. A communication arrived from Arabella at 4pm to say that they had successfully completed the 92.3 miles in 1 hour and 23 minutes, which is a good start to compete for the target overall average speed of 61mph.

A major surprise is the news that Leg 2 is almost 1,000 miles and will take them from Calais in France, through Belgium, Germany, Holland, Denmark and all the way up to the north of Sweden. 

4th July 2005, Leg 2: Calais, France to Oland, Sweden
At 8.30pm on July 3rd, the 64 cars were ready to leave the ferry at Calais and were given their route to the Strand Hotel at Oland, which is on an island on the South-East coast of Sweden. They stormed away and began the 980 mile run across Europe.

They took the E40 towards Antwerp, then went through to Bremen, Hanover, all the time marking a very fast pace that many others could not sustain. To quote Arabella: "This is hysterical, it's just such amazing fun, you have to do this next year - People are amazed that girls can drive faster than boys, even a bloke in a Porsche Carrera 4 couldn't keep up – something to do with stamina!" At 9.30am local time today, they arrived at the hotel - the 7th car to get there.  The checkpoint opened at 12 so they were well within a good time.

Fortunately for Arabella and Janine, because they had been "pressing on" (cough), they managed to stay ahead of the trouble behind them. It turns out that the police and press stopped a whole gaggle of cars for a mixture of entertainment interviews and punishments. Another friend, who is also in the event, received a hefty fine and has been warned that his car will be confiscated if he is caught again. An organiser's Supra engine blew up, so he is currently sourcing a hirecar in order to reach the finish line.

So, no problems for the Road Angels in the modified Audi S4, and they are having an excellent time. Tomorrow sees them do their 3rd leg, which includes a race circuit trackday - venue not yet known.

5th July 2005, Leg 3&4: Trackday at Knutstorp, then to Halmstad, Sweden
After a night of partying, the Road Angels went on their first trackday today at Knutstorp, as well known club racing circuit in Sweden. The twisty layour of the track really suited the 4WD traction of the Audi S4, as they embarrassed more of the boys.

The next leg is now to Halmstad, at the South Western tip of Sweden. 

5th July 2005, 5pm local time: a small incident with the right foot
On their way to Halmstad, Arabella and Janine were "making good progress", and spotted a lot police in the distance. Unfortunately the accelerator pedal had been used a tad too vigorously, and the girls were pulled over and were shown evidence that they had just nudged over the speed limit. Therefore, they have been relieved of 1,800 Kroner (about £200), but are now on their way again to the end of the current leg.

Some others were caught at much higher speeds and have been been given 48hrs to leave the country. Which they were probably going ot do anyway, as it's called the "Cannonball Run Europe"...

6th July 2005, Leg 5: Halmstad, Sweden to Berlin, Germany
After a second night in Sweden, the Cannonballers are now on their way to Berlin.

On this 450 mile run, Janine and Arabella decided to keep their speed down when not on the Autobahn so that they wouldn't be stopped. Unfortunately the German police were there in force and pulled them over anyway. They took all of Arabella's documents, claiming they were false. Arabella asked for the policemen's serial numbers and they refused, ordering her to sit in her car whilst they did their checks. 

Meanwhile, Arabella called back to England, and got the numbers of the British Consulate (who then ordered the police to provide their numbers) and the DVLA  who then verified their authenticity to German timewasting busybodies - sorry, police. Luckily, after this 2 hour killjoy session, they were sent on their way.

6th July 2005, 6pm local time: Road block and extortion
Just after I spoke with Arabella, she called me back with the following:

The German police have blockaded the autobahn at Gremsburg and pulled over all of the Cannonballers. They are demanding 500 Euros from each entrant in order for them to be allowed to continue. No speeding offences or other traffic laws have been broken. It is clearly a case of spoiling the event and trying to get good policing press for themselves by twisting it to their advantage. Great shame.

6th July 2005, 6.30pm local time: Convoy to cop shop
Well, it's all happening today! It seems all cars except for 5 have been pulled over. Those 5 that got away were allegedly videod by the police acting stupidly and racing, so therefore they have said it's a road race, which is of course illegal. Hence pulling over the cars not racing. Good logic, eh?

So now they are in a 40-car convoy on the way to the copshop to look at the footage and identify the cars (which are now many miles away in Berlin).

Anyway, while they were stopped, Das "Bild" (big news company in Germany), gave them a big interview and said they would be in the next edition (Hamburg). Not that it helps much.

http://www.bild.t-online.de/BTO/auto/aktuell/2005/07/cannonball/cannonball.html
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7th July 2005, morning newspaper: Spiegel Online
A German news source, "Spiegel Online" has reported that because the Cannonball cars have entry numbers, then they are participating in an illegal race. Therefore all cars have been obliged to volunteer 500 Euros for the local constabulary's Christmas kitty. 

If you can understand German, here is the article:
http://www.spiegel.de/panorama/0,1518,364054,00.html
7th July 2005, Leg 6: Berlin, Germany to Brussels, Belgium
Today's start saw the Cannonball teams depart Berlin for a blast down the Autobahn over to Belgium. Much of this is derestricted, so it enabled the cars to try out their pace.

The Road Angels' Audi S4 was comfortably cruising at 160mph on the empty motorway and was making up for time lost over the past two day.

As they were slowing down into a 130Kph zone, the speedometer wasn't quite where they hoped it might be, and they were stopped yet another time. Quite understandably, the police made no bones about requesting another 100Euros and sent them on their way. Still, they managed to keep ahead of the generalised group punishments and even briefly joined some TV crews at petrol stations for interviews.

Hopefully they will be arriving in Brussels ahead of time, as long as keep it sensible.

8th July 2005, Leg 7: Brussels, Belgium to Calais, France
Before arriving at the hotel in Brussels last night, the girls were spotted by yet another keen-eyed rozzer, who took it upon himself to confiscate Arabella's driving licence. Therefore, Janine was to do the remainder of the driving on the European mainland.

So, this morning they set off for Calais, and before you could say Jack Robins.. they were there, with no problems or delays.

They are now waiting for the final stragglers to arrive, before jumping on the ferry back to good ol' Blighty. 

It is understood that the final leg will end up at a venue in Weybridge, Surrey, called Oatlands Park Hotel, but I could not possibly confirm this to be true...

8th July 2005, Final run: Dover to Weybridge
The Road Angels finally arrived at the finishing post in Weybridge, and went straight into a night of partying and celebrations.

They won't know how they did until the morning, as not everyone had arrived at the time of writing.

A good job well, done!
Summary:

Finished 24th which is not bad considering we seemed to have the most police attention out of the all the competitors.

